Inflammatory pseudotumor of the pancreas resembling pancreatic cancer: clinical, diagnostic and therapeutic considerations.
Pancreatic masses could be malignant or benign. Among these latter inflammatory pseudotumor is an uncommon mass rarely located in the pancreas and it must be considered in differential diagnosis with pancreatic cancer. A case report and literature review of inflammatory pseudotumor were recognized to well known this rare pathology regarding its clinical, diagnostic, therapeutic and histopathological feature. Twenty-one cases of inflammatory pseudotumor in the adult were reviewed from the literature; 10 (47.6%) were female, 11 (52.3%) male; mean age 53.3 years (range 23-73). They were solid single mass in 18 cases, with median size of 5.1 cm (range 1.5-13), cystic mass in one case; 18 were located in the head, 1 in the body. In 2 cases it appeared as a volumetric increase of the pancreas. Diagnosis was possible only histologically and surgical treatment was mandatory in 20 cases; only in one patient a corticosteroid treatment was performed. Pancreatic inflammatory pseudotumor is a rare lesion of the pancreas but it must be distinguished from pancreatic cancer. Pancreatic resectioning is mainly due to the preoperative diagnostic difficulties that must be resolved surely only with histopathological examination of the specimen.